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at his desk in Riverside’s Central School.
Jotograpgh was taken in the late 1920's., : .
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‘ i Teacher. . Administrator... Scholar
. Mathenmatician . Texthook Author
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Edward C. Ames DO

ABOUT THE MAN...

Who served continuously for 43 years (1888-1931) as bupu mtendcnt
of Schools in the Chicago suburb olevcx side, IHlinois .

Who was known qmung his peers as an innovator .

Wno wauomt author of five widely used ar lthmctxc tcxtbookc,
published at the turn of the century ..

Who helped apply the philosophy of Educator John Dewéy by-
transforming arithmetic from an exercise taught by rote into a
subject made meaningful in terms of the pupil’s age and experience.
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e FOREWORD

~

$f the nineteen surviving grandchildren of Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Ames, only

N

Harriet Carlson Kweton {¥rs. Elmer Kweton) still lives in Riverside. Her mother,

-

Yarriet Ames Carlson {(Mrs., Arthur E. Carlson), whe lives in Brookfield just west
&

. . ) - . . . - ) \\
of Riverside, 1s the only one of the seven Ames children still residing in the area.
N

\,

Mrs, Kweton was a member of the Riverside District Board of Education frgm
19581 to 1557. later she was elected a member of the board of directors of thea“
Riverside Public Library. In 197L she became chairman of the Riverside Historicai\\\
Cormission appeinted to orginize and presarve a record of Riverzide's first
hugdred years., Among other activities, the Commission egtablished the Riverside
Histor}cal Museum housed in Riverside's landmari Water Tower.

One of the Village's centennial events in 1975 concerned the history of
the Riverside schcols. While this was in preparaticn Mrs. Kweton said to me:

"ﬁncle Edward, what was Grandpa Ameé' philosophy of education?®

Although the contribution of the schools to Riverside's deve1opment was cbserved
éppropriately in 1975, her question went unanswered. This Memoir is a belated effort
tc set down 3 brief biographical account and to sketch the educational phiiosophy and
achievements of the man who was the Village Schoolmaster_for L3 years,'as well as a
teacher, scholar, administrator, textbook author, mathematician, and family man.

I am the'youngest of the seven Awmes children who grew up in Riverside, The
arithmetic”textbooks of which my father was joint aufhor were published before I
ﬁas born in 1906; But I have been intrigued by my niece's question. This Memoir
‘iz an attempt to supply a dccumented answer as objectively és possible? so that iﬁ
may stand scrutiny as an account generatéd by én interest that goes beyond filial

devotion. This concern applies especially to the part dealing Qith the McLellan-

Ames arithmetic textbooks published by Macmillan between 1897 and 1502. -

Edward C. Ames

Toledo, Ohio | S
November 1976

O
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4. F. Ames served continuously for L3 years as
superintendsnt of schocls in "Tne Village in a Parg” -~ the
Chicage suburb of Riverside, filinois. This is still probaﬁly
an unbroken record of continuous service.as a superintendent
in the same location in any Illinois district.

He came to Riverside as a young man of 27, He died in
the harness at 70. As a token of the esteem in which he was
held, the Village Council ordered the flag on the villags green
flown at half staff every day for one month following his death
on May 19, 1931. |

Mr, Ames was more than a scﬁool superintendent. He was
the village schoolmaster for generations of Riverside pupilss
"In addition he was a teacher, as vell as a recruiter and trainer
of teachers, He guided the growth'and development of Riverside's
District 96 from a small system serving a commnity of approximately
one thousand to a suburban system serving a population of nearly
seven thousand, |

His specially was matﬁematics -- ﬁhe académic discipline in
‘which he had won silver meuw: st honors at the University of
Toronbo. With Dr. James A. Mclellan, a widely known Canadian
educator, he was joint author of five arithmetic textbooks
‘published by the Macmillan Compan& between 1897 and 1902.

During his L3 years as superintendent, he often expressed
his appreciation of the High quaiity of citizenship and
continding commitment tc superior educational opporiunity
reflected in the leadership of the élected members of the:
Riverside Bégrd of Education who sst the'policies'thAt he

administered.




Albert Flintoft Ames was born in Sarnia, Ontario, Canada, on April 23, 1861.

Ye was the son of the Reverend William Ames, ; minister of the Methodist Church of
Canada, and of Hephzib&h Whitshouse Ames. He was the fourth of their six childreny
Albert grew up in several different locations in Ontaric because his father,
being a'Methodist minister, was rczassigned svery twg‘or three years from one
church %o another. He attended the University of Toronto from 1876 to 1882. At
2ze 21 he received a bachelor of arts degree with honors.
frer graduation from th§ University of Toronto he tauéht at the Collegiate
Institute in St. T@Smas, OUntario, where he was the mathematies master for sii
2ars, Among his students was a teennagér, a native of Hawtry, Ontario, who had
'att§nded_Pickering College in Pickerirg, Ontario., Her name: Déisy Belle Carder.
tie upbraided her for putting a pressqd flower in an examination paper,'but she
withstood his repruaf; Subsequently the mathematics master wooed and won her
as his bride. They were married in St. Thomas on December 22, 1886. She was
nineteen; he wasg twenty-five.
During the winter of 1867-1888, Colonel Francis W. Parker, headmaster of
thq-Francis W. Parker School in Chicago, went tg St. Thomas to lecture. Thers
he met the mathematics master. Not long afterward Colonel Parker was consulted
in Chicago by a committee of citizens from the Villags of Riverside, a guburb
located on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad eleven milés southwest of
the Chicago Loop. The delegatibn included members of the Riverside Board of
z:.Education, which then consisted of J. J. Bryant, Ellen Murray (Mrs. S.W. Hurray),
aﬁd Arthur Gresnleaf. They asked Cclonél Parker's'advice and guidance in |
”aelecting a candidate to become s;perintendent of scnools in Riverside.
Hecalling his visit to St. Thomas, Colonel Parker suggested Mr.. Ames. As a
‘result, interviews were arranged, Mr. Aﬁes was offered the position, aﬁd he
came with his family, which by then included his wife and their infant aaughter,

Caryl, to Riverside in the late summer of 1888, there to remain as superintendent

until his death in 1931. ' 8




-
e

When he Tzgan his’ career ;n Riverside in 1888, pupils enrolled in grades
o Lqrovch eignt numbersd 153, and the faculty consisted of five ieachers,
inslading hims2if. AL classas were nous2d in a three-story brick and frame
build4}g on Woodsids R&ad. wnen he died in 1931 there were 1,239 pupils
enrolled from kindergarten through grade eight, the faculty numbered 53, and
classes were houssd in four bul dings.
{r. Ames' philosophy of aducaticn was grounded on insistence on qualitf of
instruction and high regard for a teacher's ability to "lead out* from’each child

+

tne best performance of which the child was capsble. 4s the system grew and more

teachers were needed, he sought.candidates at teacher-training institutions in

tne Chicago area -- at the University of Chicago College of Education, DeKalb
Normal, Milwaukee-Downer, for example -- and he established such a rapport with

the administrators of thgse institutions thét they helped him érrange.interviGWS‘

with ths cream of the érop. Because the citizens of Riverside taxed themselves

to fund schooi budgets/}n reasonably ample manner, Mr. Ames was able to offer
'salaries then considered attractive. Once on the jdb, teachers in Riverside

ware gl éon oppoftun*tles to DEFt“élpatn in conferences on educational methodology,

as weli as opportunities for in~service training and other means of professional

growth, I can attest to the character and compcten e of these teachers; from

kindergarten through grade eight: The Misses Krum in kinde;garten, and then

Tdna Ballou, Anne Bensbn (later Mrs. Walter Scoville), Edith‘Albriéht, Caroline

nlmed, Otto Haack,.Charlotta Green, and Lillian S. Jones. Even at age seventy,

1 recall them as superior teachers in whose classrooms I was privileged to
4

study. I took them for granted, not understanding as a child the care with

“

wnich ﬁ%ey had been selected and éseigned

Amqhg his peeré in the profession of educational administration, Mr. Ames
Wwon a néputation as an innavaior -~ one willing to introduce new procedures and
methodsr';‘whose soundness he ‘believed. Loﬁg before it was widely adopted, for
o example, he introduced the "Gary Plan" into the Riverside system. Thig involved:

ERIC 1 | . 9
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a method of scheduling classes so that a grade, ‘while having a “home room" teacher,
wiuid icave iis home room for classes elsewhere in music, manual training, ﬁome
sconorics, arits and crafis, for example, These were taught by teachers with
special training and competence in swch subjects. The variety reduced boredom in
the classroom and made it §ossible to inspire interest and to recognize a child's
spécial éptitudas and potential for accomplishment in a wide range of subject matter.
Under his guldance the Riverside public school system was among the first in the
Chicago arsa to provide kindergarten classes for four- and five-year-old children.

M, Ames empﬁasized‘health\instruction long before this became a standard
feature of the elementary curriculum. With the approval of the Riverside Board of
Education he employed a full-time registered nurse to édminister first aid, to help
instill sound habits 5f_personal éleanliness and ‘sanitation, and to help parents
understand and coopsrate with programs for the immunization of their children from
;ontagious disease., This innovation trigggred a controversy in the community thét
brougnt on an“aérimoﬁious school board election campaign in 1916,.1n which soms
candidateg for the Board of Education made an iésué of the employment of'thg
public schoocl nurse. Mr., Ames was supported by the newly constituted board, and
the nurse (Virginia Reess, R.N.) remained on the job., So far as I know, this was
the only time during his years .as superintendent that Mr. Ames' professional leader-
shipswas geriously challenged or his tenure as superiﬁtendent was in jeopardy.

By reading professional publications and through continuing contacts with
fellow school administrators throughout the Chiéago area, he kept.abreast of the
forward thfust of publicxeducation as tbe‘American institution entrusted with
perpetuating'our culture and enriching oﬁr,heritage. Among other journals, he

studied each issue of the Teachers College Record published at Columbia University.

He respectsd the educational research work that introduced the use of intelligence
tests, but he made no dogmatic pronouncements about their validity, regarding them
rather as symbols and guides in evalﬁating the educational growth of an individual

pupil. ‘_ v 10
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Ye belisvad in encouraging children to "skip grades" if their learning

2
4

sc¢, in order that the educational process coul

fact that sevaral members of the Riverside-

ERRY

1922, for example, received their diplomas at zge 16..
. In ons of a seriss of articles on Riverside fnistory published on May 7, 1I¥70
v 2

iy the Aiverside Citizen, the Citizen's editor Herberi J. Bassman wrote:

vo other man has had as much influence on the youth of Riverside, North
Riverside, and Hollywood as that wielded by Albert F. imes. Although
e disd im 1931 his influance continues and is manifested in the educa-
tional traditions that prevail in the elementary schools of Districtd 95.
During the L3 years ilbert F. ires was superintendent of Riverside
schools the system became recognized as having one of the most innovative
and acceptable programs. During a period of changing trends in
glemantary school curricula the Riverside system as instituted by
Superintendent Ames was looked to for example and leadership.

This leadership was attained primarily because of the coastant alertness
of Mr. Ames to.new philosophies and methods that ware developed during
the 1890%s and the first decades of the 20th century. He chose from
these newer methods those he considered practical for adoption by the
2iverside system. o '

r

His cholces were recognized as sound and worth emulating. The Riverside
svstem hecame a training center for teachers. Many attributed their

cesses after they left here to thelr experiences while with the
or§ide system under the tutelage of Superintendent Anmes.

22117

Delegations of visiting teachers from other schools and teacher

colleses ware frequent during the years of Mr. Ames' superintendency.
tis riles were fillsd with letters expressing appreciation for visiting
opportunities and henefils resulting from observing teaching methods....

qe wag known in educational groups throughout the United States and
rad a wide and respected acquaintance among persons whosa writings and
infiuence are documented in the history of progressive sducation,

He was one of tne founders of the Cook County Superintendents’- Round
Table, and remained active in its attempts to establish cooperative
matual assistanc;/%o school disgtricts throughout the county..

Tn the 1920's, the last decade of his L3 years' reign as school head,

Mr, Ames devoted much of his attention to school building programs.

From 1897 to 192L the classroom facilities were contained in one building.
Sonstruction of a five-grade school in the north section of Riverside was
the first unit in building expansion. It was named 4. F. Ames School in
nonor of the man who had contributed much toward elementary school
sducation ideals everywhere as well as in District 96.

construction of Intermediate {(now Hauser Junior.-high school) was another
sxample of Mr. Ames' talent to be among the leaders in promoting new

O
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2 e schools arrangements and facilitiss still
ars %o the foresight Mr. Ames had of modern school

const Flexibility of classroom space, so much » feature
of or 150l construction, was a feature in planning Ames and
Tnter 1seees

. . . - . 1

¥r. tmes! special professional interest was the teaching of arithmetic. He
was the joint author, with Dr, James Alexander YMclellan, of five volumes on the

jeot.  These wsre published Dy the Macmillan Company:

The Public School Arithmetic (1897) 384 op.

Primery Arithmetic (1898) 53 pp.

#The Prima ary Public School prithmetic (1898) 265 pp.

The Public School Mental Arithmetic (18%9) 138 pp.

#The Public School Arithmetic for Grammar urades (1902) 369 pp.

Dre HcLellaé was a remowned Canadian educator and scholar. Borm in Novaj
Scotia in 1832,:he was 29 years older than Mr. Ames. Both were alumni of the
University of Tgronto. Presumably they met occasionally or corresponded during the
six years (1882-1888) while Mr. Ames was the mathematics master ai St. Thomas -
Colleziate Tnstitute -- 2 periocd during which Dr, Mclellan served as director of
normal schools for Cntario and became (in 1885j principal of the Ontaric Normal

PN

c.ce in Hamilten. Dr, McLellan was co-~author (with Dr. John Dewey) of

The Psychology of Number, on which the Mclellan-imes textbooks were based.

In an ny event, thehMcLellan~Ames collaboration sprang from a mutual high regard
of each for the ozhe“‘é schelarly competénce and a keenly shared professional
interest in developing and trying out ngﬁ methods designed to improve bupil com- - .
prehension in the realm of mbbh matical pedagogy -- an area 1dng dominated by
rote teaching that frequently alienated a sgﬁdeﬁ%. Rather, they used a pragmatic
approach and sought to make the study of arithmetic one of satisfaction to theé

learner, rather than drudgery.

#See titls pages reproduced on”following page. 9



% H

2

v

Nivgrsine PueLic S¢
LR - ‘.

RS O]

¥ G PP

his letter in A, F. Ames! handwrlting is
addrassed to the preaident of the Macmillan
Jompeny. Reproduced by permiseion of the

Yew York Public Lidrary, it is part of the -

Ames’ file in <he Yacmillan Co, Records 1n

the M Y P L's M38 & Archives Division, P
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To the five Mclellan-Ames voluﬁes published by Macmillan, the aging

”

Dr. McLellan lent his prestige and « n~el: '“e younger Mr, Ames,'in his middle
and late thirties whan the bo aravion, actually wrote most o

thé contents.

The teaching methodology that these voluwmes introduced did indeed stir the

¢

student's interest and enhance the teacheris ablllty to miake the subjéct matner of
arithmetic what the- authors called “an unrivalled means of mental discipline."

- The prefaces to these volumes reveal-a concern -that the teaching'Of arithmetic
A2 -

[}

should be child-centered. They give evidence of a malaise with what was considered

a.waste of time and talent caused by rote teaching. The preface to The Public
T k]
School Arithmetic, for example, elaborateg the.philosophy to which Mr. Ames

-subscribed, as follows:

It has been recently stated ... that boys enter college or training -school

at eighteen, after having ‘spent from one-sixth to one-fourth'of their .

entire gchool life studying mathematicswe... This statement ... simply

proves that 'the prevailing methods of teaching arithmetic are radically

wrong. The serious defects in- existing methods are mainly due to the fact

that they take no account.of the real nature of number, and of how the child's
L mlnd works in grasping the concepbs of number and numerical relationge..."

.

The one-sided theory that education is concerned only with fitting the child

for existing civilization has made the so-called "practical" aims and methods

dominant in school work. These ‘methods are, and ever must be, essentially

defective, inasmuch as they are founded on a half-truth; they.take no account

of the powers and capacities of. the individual who is to be an effective

instrument in maintaining and perfectlng the 01v1115at10n into wyhich he is

- bOTN.ess ‘

It is. belﬂeved that by dirett teaching and helpful suggestlon, these books
will, in some degrea, contribute tO the ‘growth of a rational, and therefore
economical, method of training.. At all events, the series dlffers from all
other textbooks in being based on The Psychology of Number....

From long and varied experienee, both in teaching the subgeot and
inspecting the teaching of others,-it is firmly held that, compared with
Mwritten" arithmetic alone, mental arithmetic, if systematically taught,
will produce twice the knowledge znd twice the power in a given time....

0f the McLellan-Ames volume entitled The Publlc School Arithmetic published

in 1897, Dr. John Dewey (then a member of the Unlver51ty of Chicago faculty) wrote:

I am pﬁrtmcularly $truck with the Clearness and conciseness of the method
of treatment, the logical order qf the selectlon of topies, and the, ,
exclu51on of useless and irrelevant matter., The simplification of :
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treatment, due to sticking close to fundamental principles, must recommend
the book to teachers and pupils who have been bewildered by-the great
number of topics treated in the ordinary arithmetics -~ topics which do not
differ at all in their logical or arithmetical bas1s but are simply
different practical expressions of the same pr1n01ple¢

' Earlier, Dr. Dewey had acknowle. . Jation to Mr, Ames for a concept
described in an Essay by Dewey entitled " rks on the Psychology of Numbefﬁ ag
follows:

Many children in .the same family are given to comparing the amount of

food given to them, particularly when it is a dainty or a luxury,

Comparisons of candy, cake, dessert, and the use of counting to find out

who has the most, would, I think, be quite fruitful in showing the way
N in which the chlld spontaneously uses number. (This point was

suggested to me by’ Superlntendent Ames of Riverside )

Dr. Dewey‘s comment causes me to recall that ap the family dimmer table, my
father would count the size of the large brood gathered there, add my mother and
himself, and say: "Now let's see. .Tonight there are nine of us. That means

:,that first T will cut the pie into three equal parts." This he did while each
of us esagerly awaited his share of ‘dessert. "And then, I will cut each third
inté three equal pieces. That way we will all share, and share alike;" Even as
paterfamilias he taught us arithmetic =~ naturally, without any pedagogical
claptfape

Among contemporary reviews of the McLellan—Ames texts are the folldwing that
appeared in Education, a periodical publishad in Boston by Kasson and Palmer.

In its issue of March 1899, Education's reviewer wrote (p. LL7):
Primary School Arlthmetic, by J. A, McLellan and A. F..Ames,-(Macmillan),.
is based on McLellan and Dewey's "Psychology of Number" and is made in |
-response to the demands of teachers who studied this famous treatiss on
number work. This first book is an elaborate presentation of the 'subject.
and while it may at first discor<ert the prlmary teacher by reason of the
great amount of work .presented, it will be found to be so full of sensible

suggestions and sound’philosophy as to he a necessary text and referance
" book for the teaching of number in the first three or four grades.

In its April 1899 issue, Education followed (p. 518) with this critical
comment about another volume in the serles:

The Public School Mental Arithmetic by J. A. Mclellan and A. F. Ames ...
‘ A s unfque in construction and method; those familiar with other books
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in this series will find this to be cast on lines that. appeal to
improved teaching and better methods. It is a book rational in purpose
and execution, practical in every problem, accurately gradod and free
from puzzles. It is a book for growth and has merlts not possessed by
ather mental arithmetic text-books.

In a study based on 52 different series of arithmetic‘texts used in the
United States since Dr. Rebert G. Clason makes this observation-in a doctoral
dissertation co: e Bat the University of Michigan:

The McLellan-Amc. ¢xbts give & new orientation to number, a more

directly physical approach stressing the measurement of gquantity.

The texts are ... conventional in organization and in the recognition

of generally stated definjtions and principles as valid means of

communicating number ideas. (p. L}S)

D, Clason states further:

cvo the texts of McLellan and Ames ... were the initial. impact of
modern psychology in the number concepts of arithmetic texts.... (p. W6)... ..

' g | J i
Ancther authority in the field of mathematics education is Dr. William G

Lowry of ths University of‘Virginia. In correspondence w;th me,‘Dr. Lowry cited

the following passage from Readings in the History égvMathematics Education, (1970)
edited by James K., Bidwell and Robert G. Clason:

/<e. The extract cited from a textbook by McLellan ‘and Ameg7 1llu9trate9
the emphasis on measurement by the Dewey-McLellan approach to arithmetic.
The appearancs of definitions as the first order of business is also of
LntereSt, especially when compared w1th the corresponding first pages of
o Slocomb and Davies.... After 1900 the use of such definitions became

less common. With the emergence of connectionistic psychology as a basis
for arithmetic teaching, they disappeared almosu entirely from the texts
after 1920, (p. 163). _

Then Dr. Lowry commented:

It appears the impact of the work of Dewey and McLelian and their

followers tended to be eclipsed by Thorndike's connectionistic theory
during the early part of* the 20th century. Many people today feel the
acceptance of Thorndike's ysychology and -its influence on elementary

school arithmetlc during the first half of the 20th century was unfortunate.

I suspect some of the teachlng materials in elementary schcol mathemdtics
devalopad over the past couple of decades are more in tune with' the
Dewey-McLellan psychology /on which the McLellan-Ames textbooks are
basea/ than were the beachlng mater1a1 of the years 1920 - 1950.

¢ ‘ »
To clarify these comments further, Dr. Lowry added the following in a letter

tc me dated December 3, 1975:
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The Thorndike psychology tended to be a deminating influence in teaching

and teaching materials of elementary.mathematics from about 1920 to the

1950's. . Some of the newer programs, fgom the late 1950's to the present

time, to my way of thinking, are more in. tune with the Dewey-McLellan

psychology of teaching arithmetic than were the materials of the 1520 -

1950 era. In fact, the so-called "new math" at the elementary school

level of the past fifteen years (1960 -~ 1975) had as one of its major

aims to reverse some of the excesses of memorization and rote-style

learning which, while not necessarily a major thesis of Thorndike himself,

came to be applied in classroom practice by those who claimed allegiance

to Thammndil. " leas.

...ole to.conclude that aluhough the McLellan-Ames textbocks
were widely used for approximately two decades, and although they went into eclipse
during the 1920's, some of the concepts on which they are based are emerging in -

-new, influential form half a century later.
¥ % %

If my father had lived longer into this century he probably would have been
unhappy abuout the so-called generaticn gap, the permissiveness of present-day
soclety, and the erosion of respect for the family, church, school, and government
as principal agencies of social control,

He could be a stern disciplinarian if occasion démaq@ed that he.asgume that
role. When I was a child he whipped me only once, so far as I can recall. But I
deserved it -~ for being sassy and impudeht to a kindly neighbor. I was eight or
nine. - He punished me without her knowledge, but I was compelled to apologize to
her, and I waz made %o understand -- as my sisters and brothers all were madé to

- understand -~ that an Ames had to build for himself and maintain for his family
a record of decent behavior and courteous conduct.

Qur church affiliation was central in family activities at the Ames household.
In his youbh my father was a Methodist. My mother had been a Baptist. When they
reached Riverside in 1888 they found neither a Methodist nor a Baptist church, but
they found a church home in the Présbyterian denomination. Soon they identified

.themselves and their children with the COngregation‘located along the spacious

common near the Swan Pond. Resides teaching a Sunday School class of teen-age

S
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“boys my mother started a young people's group called "The Round Table," This met



each Sunday eveningyat the Presbyterian Church. Its hayday was during the\period
when the Reverend Alfred F. Waldo was the Presbyterian pastor.

Aimost'invariably a brief family prayer service followed the evening mea%vin
our home. My mother sang a hymn, recited a Psalm, and called on each of us to\say
a Bible verss, vMoré-than once, the respoase would be: "Jesus wept."

"You can do better than that," she.would comment.

- "Shortest verse in the Bible " was the brazen rej01nder that usually softened
her dlspleasure.

Then my father would extemporize a brlef prayer, full oi "We beseech Thees.,"
Irreversntly his offbprlng occa51ona11y kept track of the number of "beseechments"

. that pre;aced his pleas to the Almlghty. The count often exceeded a dozen.

For this prayer we  all knelt, with our heads bowed over the seats of the

-.chairs on which we had bean sittlng durlna dlnner. The seats were upholstered in

‘

leabher. To this day family . prayer io associated in my memory with the not
unpleasant smell of\warm leather, recently sat upon.’

l‘ My father usualiy attended'Sunday'morﬁing(services at eleven‘o'élock. These ﬂx
were held following %unday School whlch ‘began at 9:30. Because of her Sunday
School claas, JPlaOH W111ard, also a Sunday %chool teacher and a plllar of the .
church, would call for my mother in his gtearnSnKnlght about 9:15 each Sunday

vmorning to drive her the mile and a half from our home at 315 North Long Common
Road, Ibtagged,alcng,”aagar to‘fide in<one;of the firstkautomobilas in,Rivarside. :
Just before we left, my father wouid say: fDaisy,ayoa take Edwardhand g0a
I’il be along later. Meanﬁhile I'm goiag to write the family letter." i
"It was a Sunday moraihg ritua}.that began about 1910 whenzgy Qldast sister
‘Caryl was mafried and left home. On the dining room table‘ﬁe would stack a pile
of "onion skidﬁ tissue paper,vw}th carﬁbn paper befween each‘sheet; and write two
or three pages recoun?ing family aevents and.neighborhobd news of tha preceding -

week. Always he sfgned it: "Your affectionate father A. F. Anmes. M ‘Next day a

(P
;uooy would be mailed to any of my four sisters or two brothers who had left home == -
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away at school, teaching, or married. This came to be called the "Round Robin,"

After my father's death my mother kept it up untll ghe died in 1951.‘ Since then,

somewhat altered in form, the Round Robln stlll carrles news of the famlly to the

surviving Ames -sons and daughters and thelr chlldren.

My father did not get involved in Sunday School classes or "Round Table"
programs ' I suspect he thought he deserved surcease on the week end from activities
almed at governlna the conduct of children and teen—agers after close aseociation
with them at school Monday through Friday |

Occasionally he attended Wednesday eyening prayer meeting - partly.for.the |

pxercise, partly for the fellowship. It was a long walk to church, and he never

owned or drove an automobile. Eventually, however, he quit going ﬁo-prayer meeting

because -- as he used to explain -~ the last time he attended he found in his sLit 1
coat pocket a restaurant check for a meal at Marshall Fleld's. Apparently he had
pocketed the check and absent—mtndedly walked outb of Field's w1thout>pay1ng it He
decided that was the Almlghty s way of telling him to pay a debt he had overlooked
But he d801ded not to.go back to prayer meetlng agaln lest it become an occasion |

dur1ng~whlch hls‘slns;of"om1551on were to be revealed to him. He paid the bill ths

next time he went to Chicago'e Loop.. ' Tl e

My father never enjoyed robust health. He was subject to ?rEquent colde and .

other respiratory disturbances. He died of. pneumonia only a few years before the

wonder drugs were available to reduce the fauallty rate of that fearsomeadlseaseo‘_

Probably he eufiered from allerglee that could have been allev1ated by diagnostlc

\

' practices and treatment procedures developed 51nce his tlme. I never heard him

- complain about health problems, however., Nor did I ever hear hlm swear.' He never

W

smoked or drank.
Throughout his adulﬁ life my father was tall and thin. As he aged, he was
wont to joke with my Siéter Florence about his inability to 'put on a hay windon."

I am sure he wore the same size suit from the time he was in'his twenties until

'he\was 70. Except for. walklng, he d1d not engage in physical exercise. 'His skin

19
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was seneitive to:direct sunlight, and %o ward_off,the“possibility of a sunstroke
he eften carried an hmbrella on a bright swmner day., In his fifties he suffered
from a painful attack'ef sciatica.- For several hohths he rode back and forth from
our home on North Long Common to. the Central School ~- usually‘a_brisk fifteen~

minute walk sach way -~ in Jake Opper's horse~drawn cab and hobbled to and .from his

‘officenwith'a cane. But that disability passed, and at my mother's insistence he
would go see Dr. Heywood'or, later, Dr. Fuller to get a preseriptﬁon for a "tonien

-to .restore hls appetlte and strength In his youth he-wore a beuru, He shed the

. beard by the start of World War I. He kept a mistache for a while, and then -~ by

the 1920's -- was clean shaven, as he remained for the rest of his {ife.

His'inability'to put on ‘weight was not from lack of nutritious food, for my

mother was avgood cook, as were my sisters. The family meals were varied and well

balanced in a day when good fare consisted of meat and potatoes, home made bread,
green salad in season; garden vegetables, and stewed fruit and Jjellies that my "
mother put up at canning tlmee, n . -

My father lived on his salary, built a house in 1912 after paying rent for

.24 Years to occupy homes on Lawton and on Gage Road. He paid off the mortgage on .

the North Long Lommon residence in 1925, by whlch time his annual salary had

reached the magic flgure of $6,00D. That home was the major asset of his estate.

-His principal legacy was a large portion of integrity, which he‘bequeathed to a

famil& gratefﬁl for the esteem he had earned and forvthe respect in which he vas
held by the communlty he serwved.

Probably une only time in hls life that my father felt flush was when he
received royalty checks from Macmillan.. Shortly after such a check had come in
1502, he was on a teacher-scouting trlp to Milwaukee. On impulse he telegraphed my |
mother that if she would come to Milwaukse he would buy her a piano. When he
returned to his hotel, the desk clerk informed him that his wife had arrived.

"Who?" he asked. .

ﬁMrs..Ames,Q the clerk replied, "and what’s more she has two chlldren w1th

kK ‘_'- | - AO ,“"
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her." They were the youngest at that time --.my sister Harriet, then eight, and my

brother William, then six. He fulfilled his promlse and bought from Lyon & Healy

in Chicago for $513 an upright ebony Steinway, on which the younger Ames children

’practiced piano lessons. Unforturately none of them was endowad with sufficient

masical talent to make adequate use of that wonderful .instrument.

In their middle age, a pleasant interlude for wr mather and ¢ . was 2 |

to Eur  ~ during the summer of 1912. They made the "grand tour" of the continent

‘and the British‘Isles, returning with black-and-white photographs galore, and

picture postcards of palaces and museums and gardens they had visited. For months
we were entertained by my mother's account of their trip. It was like a non- .
stop Burton Holmes travelogue. Funds for the journey were gzenerously provided by

a prominent Riverside«citizen'who believed the euperintendent of schools and his

wife would enjoy and profit from exposure to 0ld World scenes and foreign cultuxes,d

While they were abroad my mother reported fellow tcurlsts were forever

asking if perchance my father were a phy5101an from Kokomo or an attorney from

Albuquerque, a business‘executive from Des Moines, or a pharma01st from Rochester;

"Such a striking resenblance," they would exclaim. My father wouid comment wryly

_ that those for whom he was mistaken rust be very dlstlnbulshed looking. "Not at

ali,® my mothsr would insist. "It JuSL means_you’re a common type." When they o
were in Italy traveling acquaintances commented that my father's gaunt profile
strikingly resembled that of the poet Dante. He would remind her of this Qhen hy
mother trotted out the "common tyoe" comment, o

h. .F Ames loved to read mostly history, hiography, and other non-fictione.
Most of his leisure readlng he did durlng vacatlons of six to eight weeks while we
camped in tents pitched a]ong the shore of Lake Mona, near Muskegon, Mlchigan.

The bocks were borrowed from Muskegon's Hackley Publlc Library. Occasionally he

enJoyed playing cards -~ whist or auctlon bridge. But never on ounday.’ At the

* Ames home we were . qupposed to think high thOughtc ‘and behave like Puritans on the

—
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He was not an authoritarian ﬁeacher or administrator‘ He was a compassionate

-man who loved his work, cherished his family, and found & sense of achievement in

the developmeni and-maturing of those;who‘had been under his'tutelage as children.
Among the most rewardiag experiencer of his caree1 those «  «sloii sually

after graduation exerc -- . ihe . oaogrant parsace vl a graduawe, in broken

or hesitant English, wodld seek him out to thank him for enabling thelr som or

dauggter to acquire a basic education that would help theﬂ‘fd%fill the promlse of
" America. . “

Because of the ethnie makeup of the population of Riverside, only a few
inmigrant parents resided in the Village during ‘the -years my father was superintendent.
But Albert F. Ames and Daisy Carder Ames, who brought up four daughters and thrss
sons in Rlver31de, were themselves immigrants. As soon as they could qualify they
became U. S. citizens. Although my father never called himself a Canadian—American
(nor would he align himself with those who did so, having an antipathy for
"héphanated" Amerlcanlsm), he had a special empathy for the expatriated oid-world
citizens who had left thelr native lands to seek opportunlty for themselves and

‘their children in the new world.

Cne day early in 192h a delivery man went to the superintendendls office in
_the Gentfal’ School in Riverside., Mr. Ames was at his desk.,

"Slr," the man said, "could you help me out? I've got a load of bricks and -
an order to deliver them to the A..F. Ames School, and I den't know .where it is,"

Mr. Ames' jaw dropped. Then he recovered his poise. ."Oh," he said, "that
would be at 86 Southcote Road -- 'Southcote and Nuttall ——'in Riverside."

“Thanks," said the trucker. "Funny they didn't put the address on the slip."

E And that 1s how my father 1earned that the Riverside Board of Educatlon had

decided to name the new school for him., It was a recognition that he and his

>

Q chlldren and his chlldren's children treéasured ever aftarward.
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About the Author of This Memoir

Edward C. Ames is the youngest of the seven Ames children.
He was born in Riverside in 1906, He is a graduate of the
University of Chicago (Ph.B. cum laude, 1926}, where he earned
rmembership in Phi Beta Kappa, and of Harvard University
(A. M., 1928). Hs taught at Ohio Wesleyan University (1927 -
1929) and at the University of Toledo (1934 - 1938). He is

co-author of BEnglish in Business and Engineering, a college
textbook publIsﬁed Tn 1936 by Prentice-Hall,

‘Mr. Ames was a reporter, editorial writer, and feature
writer on the staff of The Toledo Times (1930 ~ 1935} and
moonlighted as a radio newscaster on Toledo's Station WSPD
(1935 - 1940). He won the "Toledo Qutstanding Young Man"

Award in 1939. He launched and managed Toledo's Blue Cross Plan
from 1938 to 1940. ‘then for thirty years he served successively
as the principal puklic relations executive of three industrial
firms: Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corporation (1940 - 1953},
Calumet & Hecla, Inc. {1953 - 1954}, and Owens-Illinois, Inc.
(199L - 1971).

He is a past.pregsident of the Rotary Club of Toledo.
The voters of lucas County, of which Toledo is the seat
have elected him to public office six timesg: twice (19ﬁ5 and
1949) as a member of the Toledo Board of Fducation on which
he served for eight years and of-which he was. president in
1947 and 1950, and four times (1957, 1959, 1965, and 1967) to
the State Board_of Education of Ohio on which he served for
fifteen years and of which he was president cduring the
1968 - 1969 biennium. . -

In 1969 he received the Ohio Govermor's Award. He is
the rocipient of honorary doctor's degress from Salem (W. Va.)
College (Hum.D., 1961) and the University of Toledo (LL.D., 1973).
He retired from Owens-Illinois in 1971, at which time he was a

_ vice president of 0-I's Administrative Division. While active

as an industrial public relations executive prior to his
retirement he served on the Education Committee of the Chamber
of Commerce of the United States and was chairman (1967 '~ 1968)
of the Hational Industrial Conference Board's Council on
Corporate Contributions. :

For many years Mr. Ames has been an Episcopal layreader

" licensed by the Bishop of Chio. He is a former vestryman of

Saint Michael's in the Hills Episcopal Church in Toledo. By
appointment of the State Board of Education of Ohic he is &
member of the Chio Adviscory Council for Vocational Education.

Except for two years (1953 -~ 195L) he has lived in Toledo
since 1929. He is married to the former Mary Helen Cornwall
of Saleam, Chio, whom he met while she was an undergraduate o
and he was a faculty freshman at Ohio Wesleyan University.
They have two sons (Daniel and Geoffrey), a daughter Stephanie
(Mrs. Cormelius A. Manly, Jr.), and five grandsons.
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